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THE FIRSTS

First racehorses in the Olympics, 648 BC

First reference to Flat racing, 1174

First recorded racing in England, 1539

First Carlisle Bell, 1559

First recorded racing in Scotland, 1591

First reference to handicapping, 1603

First visit of a monarch to Newmarket, 1605
First racecourse to hire a groundsman, 1614
First formal racecourse in America, 1665

First recorded woman jockey to win a race, 1691
First race at Ascot, 1711

First use of the word “thro-bred”, 1713

First books of results, 1726

First horse racing newspaper, 1727

First recorded racing in Ireland, 1727

First Thoroughbred in America, 1730

First recorded meeting of the Jockey Club, 1750
First recorded steeplechase, 1752

First race by Eclipse, 1769

First St Leger, 1776

First recorded case of a horse being nobbled, 1778
First The Oaks, 1779

First Derby, 1780

First recorded race at Catterick, 1783

First handicap, 1791

First official racecourse bookmaker, 1795

First horse to win the Derby and St Leger, 1800
First Australian racehorse, 1800

First filly to win the Derby, 1801

First Gold Cup, 1807

First 2000 Guineas, 1809

First race meeting in Australia, 1810

First horse to win 2000 Guineas and Derby, 1813
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First 1000 Guineas, 1814

First grey horse to win the Derby, 1821

First racing result carried by carrier pigeon and dogs, 1825
First Derby race card, 1827

First Derby dead heat, 1828

First Grand Liverpool Steeplechase, 1836

First horse to travel to major race in a horsebox, 1836
First Grand National, 1839

First horse to die at the Grand National, 1839

First Cesarewitch, 1839

First racecourse in Hong Kong, 1845

First railway excursion to a sporting event, 1846

First Champion Jockey, 1846

First “official” Grand National, 1847

First Irish-trained horse to win Grand National, 1847
First recorded 12-year-old to win Grand National, 1848
First Grand National in which more than one horse died, 1848
First Parliamentary debate to watch a horse race, 1848
First jockey to receive a retainer of £5,000 a year, 1848
First horse to win the Grand National twice, 1851

First horse to win the Grand National in consecutive years, 1851
First jockey to win the Grand National three times, 1853
First winner of Triple Crown, 1853

First horse race at Longchamp, 1857

First foreign horse to win a major English race, 1857
First Melbourne Cup, 1861

First French-owned horse to win the Grand National, 1862
First horse race in Japan, 1862

First foreign-bred horse to win the Derby, 1865

First foreign-bred horse to win the Triple Crown, 1865
First Belmont Stakes, 1867

First filly to win Belmont Stakes, 1867

First victory for Fred Archer, 1869

First foreign winner of Belmont Stakes, 1874

First Kentucky Derby, 1875

First American horse to win the Derby, 1881
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First man to ride and train a Belmont Stakes winner, 1883

First horse to compete in the Derby and win the Grand National, 1884

First horse to win the Grand National without competing in a previous
year, 1884

First turf racecourse in United States of America, 1886

First black jockey to win Kentucky Derby three times, 1891

First jockey to win successive Kentucky Derbies, 1891

First starting gate, 1893

First foreign Champion Jockey, 1900

First Derby with a mechanical starting gate, 1901

First non-British horse to win Grand National, 1904

First race at Newbury Racecourse, 1905

First female jockey to ride against men, 1907

First Derby winner owned by a reigning monarch, 1909

First horse to win Scottish Grand National three times, 1913

First recorded film about horse racing, 1913

First woman to own a Grand National winner, 1915

First filly to win Kentucky Derby, 1915

First English horse to win Kentucky Derby, 1917

First foreign horse to win Kentucky Derby, 1917

First woman to own a Derby winner, 1918

First race by Man O’ War, 1919

First horse to win US Triple Crown, 1919

First Le Prix De L’Arc De Triomphe

First filmed horse race, 1920

First race by Sir Gordon Richards, 1920

First horse to win Le Prix de 'Arc de Triomphe twice, 1922

First American to own a Grand National winner, 1923

First British horse to win Le Prix de I'’Arc de Triomphe, 1923

First Kentucky Derby broadcast live on wireless, 1925

First Australian jockey to win Grand National, 1926

First Grand National broadcast live by BBC, 1927

First Derby broadcast live by BBC, 1927

First race by Phar Lap, 1929

First major race with Tote betting, 1929

First televised Derby, 1931
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First US-bred horse to win Grand National, 1938

First Grand National-winning jockey to die in Second World War, 1940
First Indian Derby, 1943

First female jockey to ride professionally in America, 1943

First victory for Vincent O’Brien, 1943

First Thoroughbred flown to a race meeting, 1945

First photo finish in Britain, 1947

First evening race meeting in Britain, 1947

First trainer to train first two horses in the Derby, 1948

First win by Lester Piggott, 1948

First race by Bill Shoemaker, 1949

First Kentucky Derby broadcast live on television, 1949

First photo finish in the Derby, 1949

First jockey to ride 4,000 winners, 1950

First King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes, 1951

First Kentucky Derby broadcast nationally live on television, 1952
First Derby win by Lester Piggott, 1954

First commentary by Peter Bromley, 1955

First female trainer to win an English Classic, 1956

First Scottish Grand National winner, 1960

First televised Grand National, 1960

First televised Grand National commentary by Peter O’Sullevan, 1960
First race by Arkle, 1961

First victory by Arkle, 1962

First thriller by Dick Francis, 1962

First win by Willie Carson, 1962

First victory in England by Arkle, 1962

First National Hunt jockey to ride 100 winners in consecutive seasons, 1966

First Derby with an electronic starting gate, 1967

First disqualified Kentucky Derby winner, 1968

First female jockey to ride in a pari-mutuel race in America, 1969
First female jockey to win a professional race in America, 1969
First race by Nijinsky, 1969

First female jockey to ride in the Kentucky Derby, 1970

First race by Mill Reef, 1970

First woman trainer to win Gold Cup, 1970
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First yearling sold for 100,000 guineas at a public auction in Britain, 1971 ~ 163

First race meeting on a Saturday morning, 1971 163
First female jockey to ride 100 winners, 1971 167
First Scottish Champion Jockey, 1972 169
First Classic win by Pat Eddery, 1974 170
First sponsored Grand National, 1975 171
First woman jockey under National Hunt rules to win against

professionals, 1976 174
First female jockey to ride in Grand National, 1977 174
First race by Shergar, 1980 180
First jockey to win a $1 million Thoroughbred horse race, 1981 181
First horse to earn $4 million in prize money, 1981 181
First jockey captain on 4 Question Of Sport, 1982 182
First female jockey to complete the Grand National, 1982 182
First Grand National with two female jockeys,1982 183
First woman to train a Grand National winner, 1983 185
First horse to cost $10 million and never race, 1983 187
First female jockey to win Irish Grand National, 1984 188
First female trainer in Belmont Stakes, 1984 188
First female jockey to win race against profressionals at Cheltenham 192
First British victory for Frankie Dettori, 1987 192
First jockey to run in the London Marathon, 1989 194
First Derby run on a Saturday, 1995 201
First TV channel for a single sport, 1995 202
First woman jockey to ride in the Derby, 1996 202
First Grand National shown in China, 2001 205
First woman to ride 100 UK Flat race winners in a calendar year, 2008 210
First jockey to win BBC Sports Personality of the Year Award, 2010 211
First Grand National with a seven-figure prize fund, 2014 212
First woman jockey to ride in the Derby and not come last, 2017 215
First female jockey to win the Grand National, 2021 216

First female trainer to win a US Triple Crown race, 2023 219



THE LASTS

Last race by Eclipse, 1770

Last victory for Fred Archer, 1886

Last moustachioed jockey to win Grand National, 1896
Last horse to win 2000 Guineas and 1000 Guineas, 1902
Last Blaydon Race, 1916

Last race by Man O’ War, 1920

Last race by Phar Lap, 1932

Last use of rattles in horse racing, 1935

Last race by Seabiscuit, 1940

Last meet at Gatwick Racecourse, 1940

Last mare to win Grand National, 1951

Last race by Citation, 1951

Last appearance at a racecourse for Citation, 1951

Last race by Sir Gordon Richards, 1954

Last race by Devon Loch, 1957

Last meet at Buckfastleigh Racecourse, 1960

Last man to ride and train a Derby winner, 1961

Last meet at Hurst Park Racecourse, 1962

Last meet at Woore Racecourse, 1963

Last meet at Manchester Racecourse, 1963

Last race by Arkle, 1966

Last race by Nijinsky, 1970

Last race by Mill Reef, 1972

Last race by Brigadier Gerard, 1972

Last race by Secretariat, 1973

Last race by Shergar, 1981

Last Derby victory for Lester Piggott, 1983

Last Grand National fence named after a competitor, 1984
Last victory for Bill Shoemaker, 1990

Last race for Bill Shoemaker, 1990

Last Derby for Lester Piggott, 1994

Last win for Vincent O’Brien, 1994

Last Grand National commentary by Peter O’Sullevan, 1997
Last commentary by Sir Peter O’Sullevan, 1997

27

5

79

82

97
102
114
119
121
123
136
137
138
140
143
144
145
150
152
152
154
162
165
166
167
180
186
189
196
196
200
200
203
204



Last commentary by Peter Bromley, 2001
Last thriller by Dick Francis, 2009
Last amateur jockey to win Grand National, 2022

THE ONLYS

Only monarch nicknamed after a horse, 1660

Only monarch to win Newmarket Town Plate, 1671

Only Prime Minister to organise a Classic race, 1776

Only US President to fight a duel over a horse race, 1806

Only horse to win races before Battle of Waterloo, 1815

Only Derby won by a ringer, 1844

Only attempt at bribery during a Grand National, 1849

Only Grand National jockey killed during the race, 1862

Only sisters to win Grand National, 1864

Only Grand National horse destroyed before race began, 1868

Only Grand National-winning jockey to play First-class cricket, 1868
Only jockey to win the Grand National five times, 1870

Only US Triple Crown race named after a horse shot by its owner, 1873
Only trainer receiving a medal for integrity, 1873

Only Derby winner reported to return as a ghost, 1876

Only Hungarian-bred horse to win the Derby, 1876

Only Grand National with four brothers riding, 1879

Only Grand National-winning horse to star on the West End stage, 1884
Only recorded instance of jockey reading his own obituary, 1892

Only trainer “killed” by a member of the Royal Family, 1898

Only Grand National winnings used to repair a church, 1902

Only Welsh-trained horse to win Grand National, 1905

Only Prime Minister to own three Derby winners, 1905

Only Grand National-winning horse to train pulling a trolleybus, 1908
Only King’s mistress to own Cesarewitch winners, 1908

Only one-eyed horse to win the Grand National, 1911

Only grey filly to win the Derby, 1912

Only suffragette to die at the Derby, 1913

Only Grand National jockey attacked by horse’s owner, 1921
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Only plough horse to win Grand National, 1924

Only horse to win Grand National and Cheltenham Gold Cup in
same year, 1934

Only horse to win Grand National and American Grand National, 1938

Only Travers Stakes Grand Slam winner, 1941

Only German Derby winner eaten by stud grooms, 1945

Only jockey to have his leg surgically shortened to participate in the Grand

National, 1947

Only jockey to win US Triple Crown twice, 1948

Only Flat race jockey to be knighted, 1953

Only defeat of Brigadier Gerard, 1972

Only horse to win Grand National and Scottish Grand National in the
same year, 1974

Only trainer to train four different Grand National winners, 1976

Only horse to win the Grand National three times, 1977

Only horse to win Arlington Million Invitational Stakes twice, 1981

Only Derby winner kidnapped by the IRA, 1983

Only jockey to ride the winner of the Kentucky Derby and the Derby, 1985

Only jockey “kidnapped” on eve of Grand National, 1986

Only Derby winner jailed for tax evasion, 1987

Only Derby winner to have royal honour annulled, 1988

Only jockey to become a Page 3 Girl, 1989

Only horse to win 2000 Guineas, Derby, Eclipse Stakes and King George VI
and Queen Elizabeth Stakes in same year, 1989

Only void Grand National, 1993

Only woman jockey to win a US Triple Crown race, 1993

Only Opportunity Knocks winner to own a Grand National-winning horse,
1994

Only horse to win Scottish Grand National, Welsh Grand National and
Grand National, 1998

Only racing commentator to appear on Celebrity Big Brother, 2005

Only Grand National delayed by a Royal Wedding, 2005

Only Page 3 photographer to breed a Derby winner, 2006

Only British monarch to attend Kentucky Derby, 2007

Only jockey to appear on I'm A Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here, 2011

Only Breeders’ Cup Grand Slam winner, 2015

Only Grand National with no spectators, 2021
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648 BC

FIRST

RACEHORSES IN

TELE. O Y VIFICS

GREECE. 648 BC.

Horse racing was introduced in the 33rd Olympic Games. Jockeys rode
their mounts bareback and the horses are thought to be smaller and lighter
than those used in chariot racing. When the Olympics was moved to
Rome in 68 BC, horse racing remained on the programme only to 60 BC.

FIRST

REFERENCE TO

E L.A"X" R A CIN G
Smithfield, London. 1174.

The first reference to Flat racing in England was in the 12th century when
a series of four-mile races were recorded at Smithfield, London. Races
are known to have occurred at various markets and fairs throughout the
country throughout the Middle Ages and into the reign of King James I.

FIRST

RECORDED RACING
IN ENGEL.AND

THE ROODEE, GROSVENOR ROAD, CHESTER CH1 1SL. 1539.

Racing was reported at The Roodee, the oldest-surviving course in
England, in 1539 (some sources date this to 1540).
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FIRSTS, LASTS & ONLYS

FIRST

CARLISLE BEILL

CARLISLE BELL, SWIFT, CARLISLE, CUMBRIA. 1559.

Lady Dacre presented the first Carlisle Bell in 1559 with the inscription
“The sweftes horse this bel to tak for mi lade Daker sake”. The bell was an
actual bell that was presented to the winners of the race during the reign
of Queen Elizabeth I. Reputedly Britain’s oldest horse racing prizes, the
bells were believed to have vanished in the mists of time. They were found
in the late 19th century in a box in the town clerk’s office. They are now
in the Carlisle Guildhall Museum. The Carlisle Bell is still run today at
Carlisle Racecourse over seven furlongs and 173 yards and usually takes
place in June.

FIRST
RECORDED RACING
EN  SCO'IrI.AND

Leith. 1591.
The first recorded racing in Scotland took place in Leith and was
mentioned in the memoirs of the Earl of Huntley.

FIRST

REFERENCE TO HANDICAPPING

ENGLAND. 1603.
During the reign of King James I, handicapping was introduced. To even

out the chances of each horse to win, a series of weights were added to

the saddle.

~— S ~—-,—




1605

FIRST

VISTIT OF A
MONARCH TO NEWMARKET

KING JAMES I, CAMBRIDGE ROAD,
NEWMARKET, SUFFOLK CB8 OTF. 1605.

King James I was the first monarch to visit Newmarket, the home of
English racing. He attended a coursing match near Newmarket and was
so taken with the place he moved his court from London to East Anglia.
When he was on the throne the rules were written for the Kiplingcote
Derby — it appears this was the first time the rules of the sport were
written down. There is a record of a race held in Newmarket shortly
before the King died aged 58 on 27 March 1625 at Theobalds House,
Hertfordshire. He was succeeded by his son, King Charles I, in whose
reign the first grandstand at Newmarket was built.

FIRST

RACECOURSE TO HIRE

A GROUNDSMAN

DONCASTER RACECOURSE,
LEGER WAY, DONCASTER, SOUTH
YORKSHIRE DN2 6BB. 1614.

CTERALIUTETTS

According to early records, racing at Doncaster goes back to the 16th
century. A map dated 1595 shows a course where the modern-day track
is. In 1600, Doncaster Corporation attempted to ban racing because they
believed it was attracting the wrong sort of people. By 1614, racing was
firmly established and a groundsman was paid one shilling and sixpence
for “making the waye at the horse race”.

~— 9 ——-—




FIRSTS, LASTS & ONLYS

ONLY

MONARCH NICKNAMED

AFTER A HORSE

King Charles II. 1660.

Charles came to the throne after the end of the Commonwealth, 11 years
after the execution of his father. He was an enthusiastic fan of horse racing
and owned a number of horses. One was a stallion named Old Rowley.
The King set up Newmarket, Suffolk as a national centre for horse racing
and the Rowley Mile Racecourse is named for the stallion. Charles was
known to have an eye for the ladies and is thought to have fathered at
least 14 illegitimate children but no heir (he was succeeded in 1685 by
his brother, King James II). The horse Old Rowley was equally libidinous
and “renowned for the number and beauty of its offspring”. The nickname
“Old Rowley” soon came to be attached to the King and a ballad “Old

Rowley the King” soon became popular:

This making of bastards great,
And duchessing every whore,
The surplus and treasury cheat,
Have made me damnable poor,
Quoth old Rowley the King,
Quoth old Rowley the King,
At council board,

Where every lord

Is led like a dog in a string.

~— 2() ~——




1665

FIRST

FORMAL RACECOURSE
IN AMVIERICA

HEMPSTEAD PLAIN, NEAR ELMONT, NEW YORK, AMERICA. 1665.
The first formal racecourse in America was created on the orders of
Colonel Richard Nicholls (1624-1672), the first English colonial governor
(1664-1668) of New York province. It was two miles in length and was
on what is now Belmont Park. Nicholls named the track Newmarket.
The earliest record of a race at the course is a porringer engraved in
1668 “WUNN ATT HANSEAD PLANES”. The winning owner was
Captain Sylvester Salisbury, an English Army officer. A description of
the course was written in London in 1670 by Daniel Denton. He wrote,
“[There] lieth a plain 16 miles long and four broad upon which plain
grows fine grass ... where you shall find neither stick nor stone to hinder
the horse-heels or endanger them in their races, and once a year the best
horses on the island are brought hither to try their swiftness, and the
swiftest rewarded with a silver cup, two being annually procured for that
purpose.” The course later became known as Hempstead Plain and was

still holding race meetings in 1909.

ONLY

MONARCH TO WIN NEWMARKET TOWN PLATE

King Charles IT, Newmarket Town Plate, Newmarket Round Course,
Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 0XE. 1671.
¢ TEDGSRUIEETS
Charles created the Newmarket Town Plate in 1665 with the wish that
the race should be run forever. In 1671, Charles became the only reigning
monarch to win the race. The race, which is over three and three quarter
miles, is run on the Newmarket Round Course (the only time this course

is used) on the second Sunday in October.

~— 2] ~——




FIRSTS, LASTS & ONLYS

FIRST

RECORDED WOMAN JOGKEY TO

WVWIN A IR ACE:

MRS MORTE, CHESTER. MARCH 1691.

[t S

The diarist of the Chester Recorder on 7 March 1691 wrote, “We rode
to Farne race where I run against Sir Edmund Ashton, Mrs Morte, Mr
Mackworth and Captain Warburton. Mrs Morte won.”

——trro———

FIRST

RACE AT ASCOT

Ascot Racecourse, High Street, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 7JX.
Saturday 11 August 1711.

The racecourse was founded by Queen Anne and the first race was Her
Majesty’s Plate with 100 guineas going to the winner. Five horses took
part. The course covers 179 acres and is six miles from Windsor Castle,
which means the Royal Family are regular visitors. Indeed, it was while
out riding from the castle that The Queen came across the land that
would become the racecourse. On 12 July 1711, her plans for a new meet
were published in the London Gazette. It read, “Her Majesty’s Plate of 100
guineas will be run for round the new heath on Ascott Common, near
Windsor, on Tuesday August 7th next, by any horse, mare or gelding,
being no more than six years old the grass before, as must be certified
under the hand of the breeder, carrying 12 St., three heats, to be entered
the last day of July, at Mr Hancock’s, at Fern Hill, near the Starting Post.”
No one knows why the race was delayed by four days although there is
speculation that it just was not ready. In 1825 King George IV started the
tradition of the Royal Procession at 2pm for each of the five days of Royal
Ascot. The Royal Standard is raised and the National Anthem is played.

~— 22 ~——




1713

DID YOU KNOW?
In 1940, the Army commandeered the racecourse. Gunners of
the Royal Artillery lived in the grandstand. The Army left in the
spring of 1943 and racing began again on 15 May with an eight-
race card. The first meet after the Second World War took place
on 21 May 1945 and it marked HRH Princess Elizabeth’s first
visit to the course. The first National Hunt meeting at Ascot was

held in 1965.

FIRST

USE OF THE WORD
“THRO-BRED>

ENGLAND, 1713,

CTERALFUTETTS

Now a term to describe a horse bred purely for racing, the word
“thro-bred” used in connection with horses first appeared in 1713.
All Thoroughbreds can trace their origins to just three stallions — the
Byerley Turk (c.1680-c.1703), the Darley Arabian (b. 1700) and the
Godolphin Arabian (¢.1724-1753) — and a number of foundation mares.
Thoroughbreds were created in 17th- and 18th-century-England after
English mares were mated with Oriental stallions of Arabian, Barb and
Turkoman origin. In 1704, bankrupt merchant Thomas Darley bought
the Arabian from Bedouin tribesmen near the ruins of Palmyra. He hoped
that the horse might improve his fortunes back in Yorkshire. The horse
never raced in anger but 95 per cent of all Thoroughbreds in the world
are descended from him.
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