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Introduction

‘GOALS change games’  It is a mantra heard many times, 
most frequently by a manager after their team has 
con ceded – in their eyes at least – a dubious goal, pre-

cip  i t ating a humiliating or heavy defeat  Indeed, the existence 
of an actual ‘dubious goals committee’ invites more questions 
than answers  

Goals – dubious or otherwise – are the lifeblood of the football 
fan  They are the reason you click through the turnstile or travel 
hundreds of miles on a cold Tuesday evening when the rational 
part of your head urges you to spend your time doing something 
more productive or rewarding  It is the carrot of a last-minute 
winner scored at your end – in front of your fans – that fuels the 
desire to watch your team  We may occasionally take satisfaction 
in possession statistics or solid performances or promising debuts 
but such things are mere fripperies when compared to goals  

They come in all shapes and sizes; some trickle over the 
line in slow motion while others crash in off the crossbar in 
glorious explosions  Some are entirely unexpected while others 
are inevitable  Some are a direct result of individual brilliance 
while others are the culmination of a fine team move  Regardless 
of their form, they matter – even the goals against  While those 
scored by your team provide pure and unadulterated joy, those 
conceded cause visceral pain and anguish  

Despite the universal circus permanently pitched around the 
sidelines of football, goals remain the headline act  When football 
fans come together to share in and celebrate their club’s history, it 
is goals and the players that scored them that are the cornerstone 
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of any discussion  Like the assassination of John Lennon or JFK or 
the death of Princess Diana or David Bowie, fans recall precisely 
where they were when certain goals were scored  They are 
touchstones in the collective history of a club and to individuals, 
landmarks in the journey of life – providing ballast alongside the 
pub in which you first got drunk or the school that you attended  

It is with all this in mind that this book unabashedly 
celebrates pivotal goals – and one save – and the players who 
scored (or saved) them  Such moments don’t exist in a vacuum; 
context is all  As a result, each piece delves into the career of 
the player in an attempt to understand the significance of the 
moment to the club, the player and the fans  

Of course, your favourite goal may well not be included here  
Rest assured, it’s not because it was deliberately neglected or 
forgotten  With such a rich and glorious history – especially 
between 1975 and 1992 – Nottingham Forest provides fertile 
ground for iconic moments that will live on for, hopefully, 
another 150 years at least  The original list included at least 
50 goals so if your favourite isn’t included here, it was almost 
definitely in the long list  

Where possible, I spoke to individuals in an effort to find 
out precisely what it feels like to be the one creating history 
rather than sitting on the sidelines witnessing history unfurl  
Sometimes, such people are fully aware of the seismic nature of 
their achievements while others feel baffled as to the significance 
of the moment  Either way, if when reading about such goals, you 
are transported back to that moment in time and space when it 
occurred – even if it is for a split second – then this book will 
have achieved its aim  

Speaking to, researching and writing about the subjects 
of each piece was truly a labour of love  Disappearing down 
a Nottingham Forest-shaped wormhole for long periods took 
me back to the terraces, the plastic seats, the incessant rain, the 
smell of beer and pies and in some cases, being a small boy 
surrounded by a unified explosion and outpouring of ecstasy  

Goals don’t just change games; they change lives 
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Ian Storey-Moore 
vs Everton (1967)

IN an otherwise unremarkable Portakabin that doubles up as 
the bar, function room and trophy cabinet for Carlton Town 
FC on a balmy June evening, history pervades the place like 

an energy field, surrounding those present and binding them 
together  

A huge slab of important history stands in the room 
addressing those present with tales of encounters with George 
Best and Brian Clough  The man speaking is also a significant 
part of Nottingham Forest’s history himself – woven into the 
fabric of the club and its supporters for evermore  

The man speaking scored a famous hat-trick for Nottingham 
Forest in an epic FA Cup quarter-final against Everton in April 
1967 – a game akin to Bob Dylan’s ‘Judas’ gig at the Manchester 
Free Trade Hall a year earlier or to one of the last gigs The 
Sex Pistols played at Ivanhoe’s nightclub in Huddersfield on 
Christmas Day in 1977  

Seismic events in history are measured not by the amount of 
people who were actually there to witness them first hand, but 
by the amount of people who claim they were there  

Ian Storey-Moore is the man speaking  
One man among the small audience listens intently, hooked 

on Storey-Moore’s every word  He applauds loudly – louder than 
anyone else – when the speaker picks up the microphone  He 
even hails the speaker as the greatest footballer he has ever seen 
play  He is a fanboy of the highest order: although a grown man 
he is currently a wide-eyed child meeting the idol who adorned 
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his bedroom wall  This fanboy isn’t like the rest though: there’s 
something different about him  This man too is a monolithic 
embodiment of football history  

This man is John Robertson  
Robertson declares him to be one of the finest players he’s 

ever seen  Storey-Moore could play a bit  
Storey-Moore signed for Nottingham Forest from Scunthorpe 

United and went on to make 236 appearances over 11 years, 
scoring 118 goals  He played as an inside-forward and for many 
fans competes strongly with Robertson for the title of greatest 
ever Forest player 

Despite his prolific scoring record he was part of a side that 
finished just the wrong side of glory, but a team nonetheless 
that has a special place in the hearts of fans who watched it and 
deserves to be remembered among the best in the club’s history 

As a 17-year-old looking to make a career in the game in 
1961, however, life was far from glamorous in those days  Life as 
a young footballer involved a rotation of jobs including working 
with the ground staff, cleaning the ground, painting, cleaning 
boots and that was all in the morning  Once all manner of 
domestic chores were completed to a satisfactory standard, the 
afternoons were for training  

But there were no guarantees for the young Storey-Moore 
that he would make it as a footballer  ‘I remember because of the 
uncertainty my father wanted me to stay on at school,’ he told 
Nottingham Forest periodical Bandy and Shinty  ‘But myself and 
David Pleat went to night school and did a journalistic course 
so we’d keep something in the background in case we didn’t 
make it ’

A wise plan but ultimately, it was his skills with a football 
rather than a typewriter that would shoot him to prominence  

Arriving as a young player into a Forest squad that had been 
breaking up after the success of winning the FA Cup in 1959, it 
took a little time for Storey-Moore to break into the first team  
There were established names ahead of him in the wide positions 
and he had to work hard and bide his time 
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Gradually though, Storey-Moore made a name for himself,  
making more appearances each season until he was a regular 
choice for the 1966/67 season that would be the pinnacle of the 
club’s achievements in that decade  

As the season began though there wasn’t any great sense of 
anticipation as the man himself remembers it – no feeling that 
this was going to be a good year  ‘No, it was totally unexpected 
really,’ he recounts  ‘I think it was the first season we moved to 
4-4-2  A new trainer came in called Terry Cavanagh and to be 
fair to him he was a hard taskmaster, bloody hell you know he 
really trained hard, so maybe it was him who said we were going 
to play 4-4-2 ’

Such a formation suited this team down to the ground  
On his arrival from Birmingham City, Terry Hennessey was 
shifted from midfield to the back four alongside Bob McKinlay, 
thus reinventing the big Welshman’s talents and allowing him 
to showcase composure on the ball rather than hurrying and 
scurrying around in midfield  With Joe Baker and Frank Wignall 
haring around up front, anything was possible  

The team clicked from the start and things snowballed 
beautifully from there  Storey-Moore recalled, ‘I think it was such 
a surprise really the way that we started, we didn’t really give it 
a thought to be honest  Then I think it came to maybe February 
and we thought “blimey, we’re still up there”  We went to play 
Man United and I think if we’d won that game we’d have had a 
real chance  It was a great game; I always remember it because 
Matt Busby came down, which is very unusual for him ’

Sadly for Forest, Denis Law won the game with an overhead 
kick but an FA Cup quarter-final against Everton at the City 
Ground lay in wait  Baker suffered an injury that would keep 
him out for the rest of the season after a bad challenge by 
Everton’s Brian Labone, but Storey-Moore is forever associated 
with the tie after scoring a match-winning hat-trick  

It was a truly pulsating affair  
Everton took the lead thanks to a smart strike from number 

nine Jimmy Husband yet in the second half, their goalkeeper 
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Andy Rankin spilled a drive from Wignall and Storey-Moore 
pounced to level  The Trent End heaved and swayed in unison  
When Storey-Moore unleashed a left-foot rasper into the corner 
of the net, putting Forest in the lead, it was a sea of limbs 

The Toffeemen calmed things down by conjuring a rather 
beautiful equaliser, converted by that man Husband after Sandy 
Brown bamboozled a Forest defender on the edge of the area  

Not to be outdone, Forest came roaring back and lay siege to 
the Trent End goal  The Everton defence was creaking and only 
just survived when a ball was cleared off the line 

!!!

Time is ticking  Lump it forward  Get it in the mixer  
Wignall does exactly that  Storey-Moore latches on to a 

knock down, gets in front of his man and scuffs a shot, which 
Rankin can only parry back into play  Storey-Moore duly nods 
it goalbound, ensuring he gets the requisite height to keep it out 
of the reach of Rankin, laying helpless like an upturned beetle 
on the floor  The ball hits the bar and bounces down on the 
goal line 

Since his initial shot, Storey-Moore has been in perpetual 
motion – a whizz of arms and legs  It’s third time lucky as he 
nods in from close range, inciting absolute and unadulterated 
bedlam in the Trent End  

!!!

Typically though, Storey-Moore today holds up his team-mate 
Wignall as the star performer, even though the fans often turn to 
that game as a highlight of his time at the club  He says, ‘I didn’t 
think I played particularly well  In the first half we never got 
going at all to be honest with you  Everton were the better team 
and then suddenly it took off in the second half 

‘I think the star player was Frank Wignall that day  He was a 
real handful  I think he made all three goals for me if I remember 
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right  An ex-Evertonian he was and I think it was down to him 
how we won it  For a lot of my goals, balls seemed to come into 
the box and Frank got something on it and it seemed to drop to 
me  He could look after himself – we got quite close, Frank and I ’

With Baker sidelined the team struggled to maintain their 
momentum  Manchester United became champions and would 
go on to win the European Cup the following season, while in 
the FA Cup Jimmy Greaves and Frank Saul broke Forest’s hearts, 
scoring for Tottenham Hotspur in a 2-1 victory at Hillsborough 
before going on to beat Chelsea in the final  It had been a case 
of so close and yet so far but the club was unable, or unwilling, 
to build on that impressive season 

Although the FA Cup game is perhaps the one most 
associated with Storey-Moore, his greatest ever goal for Forest 
was surely against Arsenal in 1971  The game finished 1-1 but 
Bob Wilson described the goal as the best ever scored against 
him after Storey-Moore had picked up the ball from his own 
goalkeeper before running the length of the pitch to slot home 

‘At Arsenal, yes, on Boxing Day,’ he ponders  ‘It was Alan 
Ball’s debut for Arsenal and all I can remember to this day is 
that I could just see his white boots trailing behind me and I 
just kept going and going and then I was suddenly confronted 
by this wall of yellow at the edge of the box  I thought I’ve got 
this far and suddenly, I don’t how I did it, I was just faced with 
Bob Wilson five yards out and the first thought that comes to 
you then is for God’s sake don’t miss it now ’

When he did finally decide to leave the transfer itself became 
another notable story in his career  With two clubs vying for 
his signature and Forest keen to make sure that he didn’t 
follow the likes of Hennessey and Alan Hinton to their major 
rivals, negotiations became a farce and Storey-Moore was stuck 
between Matt Gillies and some young buck – then manager of 
Derby County – by the name of Brian Clough  

This simply complicated matters  Storey-Moore was called in 
one Friday morning and told by Gillies that two clubs had agreed 
a fee  He knew this full well since Manchester United and Derby 
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had both been in touch with him already  Gillies told him that he 
should speak to United first so he met manager Frank O’Farrell, 
Gillies, assistant manager Bill Anderson and club secretary Ken 
Smales  Agreeing personal terms proved difficult though and 
negotiations broke down 

Gillies agreed to get Clough on the phone and from then, 
things moved fast  Clough and Peter Taylor raced to meet Storey-
Moore within 30 minutes  ‘So I’m sat there in trepidation, you 
can imagine with those two, you didn’t like to say no did you? 
They came in the room and to be fair to them they were a good 
side then, had some good players, so I signed for them,’ he recalls  

Clough elected to go to the City Ground in an effort to, in 
his words, ‘sort that lot out’  While he did so, Storey-Moore dined 
with the Derby players that evening as they prepared for a fixture 
against Wolves the following day  At that stage, all concerned 
were operating under the impression that Storey-Moore was a 
Derby County player, even though nothing had been signed yet  
Nonetheless, Clough was confident he had his man 

Storey-Moore looks back, ‘Then I was on the pitch; I was 
really embarrassed afterwards  Anyway, Busby and O’Farrell 
came to the house on the Monday and I signed for them  The 
[Forest] chairman had said there’s no way you’re going to Derby 
County ’

Storey-Moore maintains that the whole embarrassing affair 
wasn’t his fault and although him signing for United didn’t go 
down well with Clough, bridges were eventually repaired  He 
says, ‘I saw him when Paul Hart was the manager and I was 
working with Paul  I think he was speaking at a dinner and he 
walks in and he suddenly turns round and sees me and says, 
“Oh, it’s you is it? They tell me you’re not as big a shithouse as 
you used to be ” But that was him ’

Storey-Moore was unfortunate not to add to his one 
international cap, which came against Holland in 1970  Although 
injury later curtailed his career in England, the final curtain 
didn’t quite come down as after a couple of years’ rest there was 
enough of a recovery for him to try something completely new 
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and head out to the USA to play in the North American Soccer 
League  Having sampled life abroad, a new opportunity emerged 
back at home to try his hand at management at Burton Albion, 
followed by a period of scouting back at Forest  

Those present at the City Ground in 1967 to witness Storey-
Moore’s historical hat-trick witnessed history unfolding in front 
of them – events that would be discussed and written about 50 
years later  

He recalls, ‘When we played, when you scored a goal or 
you had a good game, you never even thought about money  It 
was that elation and the buzz you got from the crowd, scoring 
a winning goal, or being on a winning side  There was the song 
“Give it to Moore, he will score” and you’d think, well, I’ve got to 
now, haven’t I?

‘If you had that empathy with the fans you wanted to do well 
for them  In those days it was a bit more of a cloth cap image, 
they’d come from the factory and it was a relief to come and see 
your team  If you could make them happy you would ’


