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LOWDOWN FROM THE TRAINERS
Stuart Edmunds Croft Farm, Stewkley, Buckinghamshire 4-11
Harry Fry Higher Crockermoor, Corscombe, Dorset 14-21
Nicky Henderson Seven Barrows, Upper Lambourn, Berkshire 22-29
Anthony Honeyball Potwell Farm Stables, Beaminster, Dorset 30-36
Emma Lavelle Bonita Racing Stables, Marlborough, Wiltshire 38-45
Neil Mulholland Conkwell Lodge Stables, Limpley Stoke, Bath 46-52
Paul Nicholls Manor Farm Stables, Ditcheat, Somerset 54-62
Dan Skelton Lodge Hill, Alcester, Warwickshire 64-73
Jamie Snowden Folly House, Upper Lambourn, Berkshire 74-82
Evan Williams Fingerpost Farm, Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan 82-89

RACING POST EXPERTS
Paul Kealy Festival fancies 91-96
Nick Watts Ante-post analysis 98-100
Richard Birch Handicap snips 102-105
Robbie Wilders Below the radar 106-108

THIS SEASON’S KEY HORSES
Key horses who can make a mark this season 110-203
Key horses listed by trainer 204-205
Index of horses 206-208
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STUART EDMUNDS WINNERS IN LAST FIVE SEASONS 30, 25, 20, 17, 12

National  
dreaming

STUART EDMUNDS has never had a runner in 
the Grand National but that could change this 
season.

Topham Chase winner Arizona Cardinal is the 
horse earmarked for the marathon challenge after he 
overcame a lung infection to become Edmunds' first 
runner to tackle the National fences.

That was over 2m5f in April and, of course, the 
big question to be asked is: will he stay the Grand 
National’s 4m2½f?

Arizona Cardinal (left): Topham 
Chase winner could be back 

at Aintree for the National
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HARRY FRY WINNERS IN LAST FIVE SEASONS 24, 39, 38, 31, 30

Hoping to  
give the boot 
to last season
HARRY FRY is hoping to give the boot to 
his lowest number of winners since making 
his training debut in 2012-13.

Last season’s total of 24 winners, however, 
masks a not insignificant prize-money haul 
of £588,000, which was just above the 
annual average of £582,000 during his first 
11 years as a trainer. 

However, Fry is not hiding his keenness to 
improve winning numbers and leading the 
hopes of his team at Higher Crockermoor 
stables, nestled in the rolling Dorset 
countryside, is nine-year-old chaser Boothill.

The 158-rated two-mile chaser was 
responsible for £131,500 of last season’s total 
after victories in two big Ascot handicaps 

26+74■ Look out for  
rare runners from the 
stable at Sedgefield. 
Two of three in the 
last five seasons 

were winners
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EMMA LAVELLE WINNERS IN LAST FIVE SEASONS 37, 32, 42, 32, 29

PAISLEY PARK has been 
retired after a hurdling career 
that brought 11 victories and 
£729,000 prize-money, and 
now a replacement has been 
found for owner Andrew 
Gemmell to help fill the huge 
void left by one of the most 
popular jumpers of modern 
times.

He is winning point-to-
pointer Star Of Diamonds, 
bought for £60,000 after 
landing the last of four outings 
between the flags in Ireland in 
March.

“He’s been bought for 
Andrew to replace Paisley,” says 
trainer Emma Lavelle. “I say 
replace, but clearly nothing can 
replace Paisley. We just wanted 
something to be excited about 
for him. He’s Andrew’s new 
hope.”

And the signs are good that 
Star Of Diamonds could give 
Gemmell some fun now his star 
hurdler is enjoying retirement.

“He’ll want soft ground and 
we’ll start him off in novice 
hurdles [this autumn] because 
he’s a super jumper,” says 
Lavelle. “He’s got a great 
attitude and just gets on with it. 
He’s a very straightforward 
horse that just does what you 
ask of him.”

Paisley Park’s earnings helped 
Lavelle’s Wiltshire yard reach 
£613,000 prize-money last 
season, the third highest in 27 
years she’s been training, yet 
that total might have been even 

Star of  
the future

Star Of Diamonds could  
be the next big thing for  
Emma Lavelle (left)
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PAUL NICHOLLS WINNERS IN LAST FIVE SEASONS 132, 163, 143, 176, 96

PAUL NICHOLLS surprisingly 
slipped to third place in the trainers’ 
table last season but don’t write him 
off as he sets out to regain his 
crown. It is precisely when his back 
is against the wall that his fierce 
competitive spirit goes into 
overdrive. There is space for a new 
name to emerge at the top of the 
chasing ranks at Ditcheat and 
Ginny’s Destiny is tipped as a 
candidate for stable flagbearer. A 
relentless improver in his first 
season over fences, he got chinned 
by old rival Grey Dawning in the 
Turners at Cheltenham but turned 
the tables at Aintree when runner-
up to Il Etait Temps. Nicholls said: 
“He could start off in the 
intermediate chase at Newton 
Abbot in October that we love to 
target, and then go for the Paddy 
Power Gold Cup. He’ll definitely 
get a King George entry as I think 
he’ll get 3m. I can’t wait to see what 
he can achieve in his second season 
over fences.”

Bravemansgame is still the yard’s 
top-rated chaser despite things 
going pear-shaped last season. He 
was a gallop short when beaten in 
the Charlie Hall, became bogged 
down in soft ground in the Betfair, 

Recapturing trainer’s 
title could be Destiny

Paul Nicholls has impressive 
firepower at his disposal as he 
bids for his 15th trainers’ crown
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STUART EDMUNDS WINNERS IN LAST FIVE SEASONS 30, 25, 20, 17, 12

Arizona Cardinal (left): Topham 
Chase winner could be back 

at Aintree for the National
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She has a mark of 145. Now is 
that a mares’ handicap mark or 
is it good enough to go against 
the boys? We may have to try 
that at some point“

“
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He has won over three miles but the 

Aintree test is unknown territory, as it is with 
virtually every horse.

“Does anybody know whether they’ll get 
the trip until they try it?” muses Edmunds 
rhetorically. “He switches off in his races and 
gets into a good rhythm, so I think we may 
give it a go. He may just sneak into the 
bottom off his mark.

“The plan would be to go back to Aintree 
for the Grand Sefton [November] and 
probably have a prep race at Chepstow in 
October. After the Sefton we could go for the 
Becher [December 7].”

A tilt at the National is not set in stone, 
however. Edmunds and his team have an 
alternative plan if Aintree is taken off the 
table - a cross-country route with Cheltenham 
as the terminus.

“Jumping is his very strong asset and we’re 
thinking that may be a better test for his 
stamina,” says the man who likes to tell 
people he moved “ten roundabouts” last 
summer from just north of Milton Keynes to 
the custom-built Croft Farm stables a few 
miles south of the Buckinghamshire town 
famous for its grid system.

The new stable switch coincided with 
Edmunds achieving his best figures since 
taking out a licence ten years ago, saddling a 
record 30 winners and earning just under 
£380,000 prize-money from only 182 
runners, a strike-rate of 16 per cent and 35th 
place in the British jumps trainers’ 
championship.

Although Arizona Cardinal was by far the 
stable’s biggest money earner, helping boost 
the total was Marsh Wren, arguably Britain’s 
best two-and-a-half-mile chasing mare after 
her third in the Mares’ Chase at the 
Cheltenham Festival.

“This is potentially her last season because 
her owners want to breed from her, so if she 
shows she’s not on song she’ll go to the 
paddocks.

“But at the moment she’s in full work and 
we’ll aim her down the mares’ route, which is 

Marsh Wren: smart mare will 
be tough to crack against her 
own sex again this season
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