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The Miracle 
The Football Team That Shocked the World 

By Vasilis Sambrakos 

Key features 

• Untold story of one of the greatest against-the-odds sporting 
triumphs of all time 

• Fascinating look at how Greece overcame their 
designation as 150-1 underdogs to win football’s 2004 
European Championship 

• Author Vasilis Sambrakos got to the root of the story 
through in-depth interviews with all the key protagonists – 
including players, coaches and administrators – to piece 
together how this sporting miracle happened 

• More than a football story – the book provides a blueprint 
for how to build a winning sports team 

• The Miracle is already a best-seller in Greece and the English 
version is edited by award-winning author Mike Calvin 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

Description 

The Miracle is the inside story of how Greece shocked the footballing world by winning the 2004 European Championship. 
This incredible underdog tale shows how these 150-1 outsiders went from a team given no chance to being crowned kings of 
Europe, defeating the host nation in the final. Vasilis Sambrakos retraces Greece’s journey by meeting most of Otto Rehagel’s 
squad 15 years after their momentous triumph. The book is both an enthralling football story of victory against the odds and 
an in-depth look at how a winning team is constructed from the bottom up. It examines the values and methods needed to 
create a sporting unit along with the roles of the team’s key players. The Miracle brings you the untold story of one of the 
greatest sporting achievements in history.  
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