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Key features 

• From the pit villages of Durham and backstreets of 
Birmingham to the rise of the Labour Party, this is the first 
full account yet of the sensational killing of a star footballer 

• Using contemporary evidence, the author recreates the 
hitherto unproven circumstances of the killing 

• He is the first person in print to challenge whether the 
resultant murder verdict was safe 

• Story is set against a compelling social history of the times 

• With a heady mix of professional football, military 
endeavour, courtroom drama and high politics, it is certain 
to appeal to a wide readership 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

 

Description 

This is the dramatic story of the death of the only English professional footballer deemed by law to have been murdered. A key member 
of Aston Villa’s 1923 all-star team, Tommy Ball rose from the obscurity of Durham pit village football to play a starring role in the 
world’s most famous team and was considered a likely future England international. His killer, Somerset man George Stagg, was a 
former soldier and policeman who became his landlord and neighbour. A difficult relationship culminated in their fateful meeting on the 
evening of Armistice Day in 1923. Sentenced to death in controversial circumstances, Stagg escaped the noose by the intervention of the 
country’s first Labour Home Secretary. The exact circumstances of the shooting were never legally established and, for almost a century, 
have been the subject of considerable speculation. After diligent research, Colin Brown believes he may have the answers. 
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