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Key features
*  Unique take on England’s quest to recapture the glory of
1966, placing football in the context of British politics

*  Views from England internationals and managers sourced
from memoirs and interviews

*  How FA executives tried to lay the foundations for the
team to help them repeat the success of 1966

' England, and the England
1 Foothall Team *  Examines the English social and political landscape, and
: explores the importance of football to the cultural life of the

country

*  Looks at the rise and demise of hooliganism, and how laws
tried to keep it in check
*  Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers,

websites, podcasts and magazines

Description

Sir Geoff Hurst is the sole surviving player from England’s 1966 World Cup-winning side, but the importance of the victory still has a hold
on the national mood, for matters both on and off the pitch. With the 2026 World Cup on its way, where is the nation now? This book ties
the performance of the England men’s football team with its people and politics, from 1966 to 2026, through undulating fortunes, including
triumphs and disasters. It offers a novel take on one of the nation’s most culturally important and enduring stories — the attempt to regain the
FIFA World Cup — by placing it in the context of the way the country was governed. It is a story as much about Callaghan and Cameron as
Beckham and Kane. How similar or different have the status and performance of the men’s team been to that of the incumbent
government? Is there ever a direct crossover between dressing room and cabinet room? Are the footballers, wearing a red or white shirt in the
summer months, reflecting the nation or opposing it? Sixzy Years of Hurt is a story of football and politics, and how the two worlds intersect.
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