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Key features 

• Tells rare stories involving Ali that even his diehard fans 
have never heard before – none of the major biographies 
devote more than a few pages to these 15 years of Ali’s life 

• Casts new light on the chronology of his deteriorating 
health, which was worse much earlier than people believed 

• Every glimpse of Ali interacting with strangers provides 
more evidence this was the most extraordinary sportsman 
who ever lived 

• This is Hannigan’s third book on Ali; the last was a New 
York Times Sports Book of the Year in 2016 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

 

Description 

Between defeat by Trevor Berbick in December 1981 and lighting the Olympic flame in Atlanta in July 1996, Muhammad Ali spent the 
15 most turbulent years of his life traversing the globe, seeking a higher purpose. Depending on the day, the retired champion could be a 
diplomat trying to liberate hostages in the Middle East, a salesman flogging cookies and cologne across America, or an amateur magician 
performing sleights of hand everywhere from prison yards to school halls to Valentino fashion shows. Sometimes hilarious, often terribly 
poignant, this kaleidoscopic account of the most bizarre episodes in his epic life chronicles Ali preaching Islam, causing havoc and 
touching lives from Beijing to Birmingham, Detroit to Damascus, Khartoum to the Khyber Pass. One minute hanging with Donald 
Trump, the next with Nelson Mandela, even as his own body and mind battled the onset of Parkinson’s Syndrome, here are so many 
previously untold stories about ‘The Greatest’ treating statesmen and strangers, popes and paupers just the same. 

Details 

 
Publication: 20 June 2022 
Price: £19.99 
ISBN 13: 9781801501224 
Format: 240mm x 160mm 
Binding: Hardback 
Extent: 288 pages 
Category: Boxing 

Trade Orders to: 
 
Macmillan Distribution (MDL),  
Cromwell Place, International Business Park,  
Lime Tree Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG24 8YJ 
 
Telephone: 01256 302692 
Email: orders@macmillan.co.uk 


