
Title information 

Hero in the Shadows 
The Life of  Don Howe, English Football's 
Greatest Coach 

By David Tossell 

Key features 

• In-depth examination of the career of a man 
acknowledged as one of the most important contributors 
to modern English football 

• Interviews and insight from players and colleagues who 
worked alongside and under Howe, including former 
England managers Glenn Hoddle and Roy Hodgson, 
members of Wimbledon’s ‘Crazy Gang’ and many 
legendary Arsenal names  

• Takes a critical look at whether Howe’s reputation as a 
negative coach was warranted 

• Written by one of the country’s foremost sports 
biographers and historians, a seven-time nominee in the 
British Sports Book Awards 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines  Description 

Don Howe is one of English football’s great coaches, with an unrivalled record. As right-hand man to three England managers, he helped 
his country to the 1990 World Cup and Euro 96 semi-finals. He helped to steer them through the 1982 World Cup unbeaten and to the 
quarter-finals four years later. Howe’s greatest feat in the domestic game was masterminding the 1970/71 double at Arsenal, where two spells 
as coach also brought European and further FA Cup glory. He was an integral part of one of the greatest Wembley upsets when he helped 
Wimbledon’s ‘Crazy Gang’ to victory over Liverpool in 1988. As a player, Howe won 24 international caps, but as a manager he failed to 
achieve the success he craved. Yet over a three-decade period, he won acclaim from many of England’s finest players as a genius of the 
coaching profession he helped to pioneer. Through interviews with players, colleagues, friends and family, Hero in the Shadows examines the 
triumphs and challenges of Don Howe’s career and offers an overdue assessment of his contribution to English football. 
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