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Description

Even the Defeats is the story of how painful moments in Sir Alex Ferguson’s early reign inspired him to lead Manchester United 
to some of their greatest successes. A heavy 5-1 loss at Manchester City in Ferguson’s early tenure led pundits and supporters to 
question the Scot’s position, but by the season’s end he was holding aloft his first trophy at the club — the FA Cup. This trend 
continued when an end-of-season collapse handed Leeds United the league title in the spring of 1992, only to galvanise United 
to their first championship in 26 years the very next year. From struggles in Europe to winning the treble, from losing the title on 
goal difference to their city rivals to winning the Premier League in Ferguson’s final season in charge – rising from the depths of 
despair to achieve glory, and using failure to fuel success, was arguably Sir Alex’s greatest strength. John Silk brings you the inside 
story of what made Ferguson tick, with views from players, coaches and other members of staff from the great Scot’s reign.

Even the Defeats
How Sir Alex Ferguson used setbacks to  
inspire Manchester United’s greatest triumphs

By John Silk

Key features

•	 Enthralling	exploration	of	what	made	the	man	widely	
considered British football’s greatest manager Sir Alex 
Ferguson tick throughout his tenure at Old Trafford

•	 As	a	Manchester	United	fan,	John	has	long	been	fascinated	
by the reaction of the legendary coach to the worst moments 
of his tenure with ‘the Red Devils’

•	 Features	exclusive	interviews	with	players,	coaches	and	other	
members of staff at the club during Ferguson’s reign – people 
who were on the inside to witness the club’s inner workings

•	 Foreword	by	René	Meulensteen

•	 Publicity	campaign	planned	including	radio,	newspapers,	
websites, podcasts and magazines


