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Key features 

• Combines insight with a panoramic view of South 
American and European football from 1980s to 2020s  

• Investigates what makes Argentina such a passionate 
football country and a reliable producer of talent 

• Delves into the lives of some forgotten but fascinating 
players and personalities 

• Contrasts the styles and lives of players like Maradona, 
Messi, Riquelme, Aimar, Ortega, Borghi and more 

• Explores why Argentina failed to win a trophy from 1993 
to 2021, and reflects on the experience of South Americans 
in English football and how that has evolved 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

 
Description 

Big Boots to Fill is the story of Argentina’s search for a worthy heir to the great Diego Maradona. When Maradona led Argentina to 
World Cup glory in 1986 and Napoli to their first Italian title a year later, he was regarded by many as the greatest footballer of all time. 
Since then, in his homeland of Argentina, generations of players have been hyped as the ‘new Maradona’. Some of them achieved 
eminence in their own right – players like the great Juan Román Riquelme, troubled Ariel Ortega, beloved Carlos Tevez and magical 
Pablo Aimar. Others wilted under the huge weight of expectation and ended their careers in obscure backwaters, playing in lower 
leagues. It was not until the emergence of Lionel Messi that the country had a worthy wearer of the sobriquet ‘the new Maradona’. This 
is the tale of Argentinian football between Maradona and Messi, of all the highly touted players who have come and gone in between, 
and their struggles with the pressure of living up to the legend of the Argentine number 10 shirt. 
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