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Sports Writer 

By Neil Harman 

Key features 

• Filled with colourful tales of life in newspaper offices and 
out on the road  

• Reveals what happened when Sir Alex Ferguson ordered 
everyone else from the room with just Harman told to stay 

• Recalls a remarkable first meeting with the legendary Brian 
Clough, and why he would always be known to Cloughie 
as ‘young Neil Harman’ 

• Story behind Harman’s resignation from one of the most 
influential football-writing jobs in the world 

• Discover why he fell out with Tim Henman, a relationship 
that was never mended 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

 
Description 

All My Own Words is the remarkable story of a kid with a paper round who dreamed of a career in Fleet Street, the historic fulcrum of the 
British press. In just a few short years, he achieved that ambition and held two of the most prestigious posts in sports writing, only to be 
sacked for plagiarism when collating material for a tennis annual. Neil Harman didn’t have the proper qualifications when he got his first 
job on a local paper in Southend, but he passed his O-level retakes and set off on a journey packed with incident and controversy. 
Harman rose to become the leading football voice on the Daily Mail and later the man they called ‘Mr Tennis’ on The Times. All My 
Own Words charts the extraordinary twists and turns of a special sports-writing voyage, as Harman recounts colourful tales and brings us 
exclusive insight into characters such as Sir Alex Ferguson, Brian Clough, Graham Taylor, David Beckham, Laurie Cunningham, Sir 
Andy Murray, Tim Henman, John McEnroe, Pete Sampras, Rafael Nadal, Steffi Graf and Martina Navratilova. 
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