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Key features 

• Absorbing journey through the major matches, stories and 
controversies that lit up football in 1974 

• Chilling exploration of how football hooliganism spiraled 
out of control and was shamed by murder on the terraces 

•  Full story behind Brian Clough’s nightmare 44-day reign 
at Leeds United and its rancorous toxic fall-out 

•  The sad tale of Bill Shankly’s retirement as Liverpool 
manager and how it all ended in tears and recrimination 

• The FA ends the shameful 50-year ‘ban’ on women’s 
football and England play their first matches 

•  A revolution in amateur football as paid players are 
allowed, the league pyramid is totally reorganised and the 
national England amateur team disbanded 

•  Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines Description 

1974 whisks you back half a century to discover the major matches, stories and controversies that lit up football in that momentous year. 
Britain in 1974 was a land of strikes, electricity cuts, a three-day working week and the country’s first official recession for 50 years. 
Floodlit football matches were banned, Sunday football was established and attendances fell as cash-strapped fans couldn’t afford to 
watch live games. With the glory of 1966 just a memory, England failed to qualify for the World Cup in Germany. Bill Shankly’s 
retirement shocked the Liverpool faithful, but worse was to come when he was banned from the training ground in a heart-breaking 
episode. And there was rancour aplenty at Elland Road when manager Don Revie left to become England boss. In came Brian Clough, 
who in 44 short days alienated the entire squad. The book also explores the blight of football hooliganism. But there was positive news 
too when the FA lifted its shameful 50-year ‘ban’ on women’s football and for the first time allowed amateur players to be paid.   
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