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Echoes of an Italian Summer 

Stories from Italia 90 

By Paul Grech 

Key features 

• Brings the Italia 90 World Cup to life through stories 
surrounding that iconic tournament 

• Unique and untold tales from the summer of 1990 

• Explores how Italia 90 influenced football in a profound 
manner that is still felt today 

• Appeals to football fans everywhere with fond memories of 
Italia 90, as well as those too young to remember the 
tournament who want to learn about it 

• Paul Grech is a prolific author whose books include two 
volumes of Il Re Calcio 

• He also wrote The Forgotten Genius of Italian Football, a 
biography of Juventus manager Carlo Carcano 

• Publicity campaign planned including radio, newspapers, 
websites, podcasts and magazines 

 
Description 

Echoes of an Italian Summer reveals the fascinating stories that underpin the magical Italia 90 World Cup, many of them told for the first 
time in this enthralling book. For many football fans – including the author – Italia 90 is fondly remembered as the first World Cup that 
was truly theirs. While a lot has been written about the tournament itself, many stories surrounding that pivotal World Cup have been 
lost with the passage of time. The book examines Italia 90 from a fresh new angle, unearthing an array of stories with this iconic World 
Cup at their heart that will fascinate football fans everywhere. While reading this superb collection of tales, you’ll learn about the other 
Schillaci who could have made it to the World Cup, the goalkeeper who went on to play in the NFL, the impact of the removal of the 
back-pass rule and the story behind the now-legendary kit worn by Germany.  Echoes of an Italian Summer is chock-full of World Cup 
nostalgia and previously untold tales. 
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